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          In 2014, the average college graduate with student-loan debt owed about 
$33,000 at graduation, according to a report referenced in a recent Wall Street 
Journal article. Worse, even graduates of top universities had trouble fi ding 
jobs in their fi ld after graduation (41% were unable to in 2013, according to a 
McKinsey & Company Survey).
          There’s good news, however.  You have the power to earn money during 
college and improve your chances of being well employed after graduation.  
Here’s how:

3 steps

1 2 3
Create your own job  
How do you create a 
job?  Ask everyone you 
know if you can help 
them solve a problem.  
For example, ask your 
professors if you can 
grade papers for them.  
And post flyers at 
your local coffee shop, 
gym and supermarket 
offering services like 
tutoring, babysitting, 
or running errands. 

Complete an intern-
ship, or two, each year  
Ask the human resources 
departments of large 
companies about summer 
internships in your fi ld.  
Also ask your professors, 
college career center, 
friends, and anybody 
who has a job at a mid- 
or large-sized company 
for leads. During the 
school year, ask small 
business owners in your 
college town if they need 
someone to help with ad-
ministrative, sales, or so-
cial media tasks. Attend 
a Chamber of Commerce 
meeting to fi d them.  
Small businesses may 
pay little or no salary, but 
they can provide chal-
lenging assignments and 
a flex ble schedule.

Build a business   
Many successful 
companies were started 
by college students 
while still in school: 
FedEx, WordPress, 
Dell, Google, Face-
book, and thousands of 
restaurants, technology 
companies, janitorial 
services, tutoring cen-
ters, etc.   What busi-
ness should you start?  
One that interests you 
and solves a problem 
for people who will pay 
you to solve it. Most 
money is made by 
solving problems.

         The job you create for yourself in step 1 
could become your business.  Build a good 
reputation by doing a great job; solicit more 
work; then hire your classmates to provide 
the service.  Nick Friedman, founder of 
College Hunks Hauling Junk, started his 
business this way.  He rented a van and 
recruited some friends to move people’s 
belongings during summer breaks.  After 
graduation, when requests for his moving 
service grew, he hired more of his college 
classmates.  Within 5 years, the company 
had grown from one truck to “33 franchises, 
a fl et of more than 50 trucks, 30 corporate 
employees and 100 employees system-wide,” 
according to Entrepreneur.com.  
         Your fi st college-based business may 
not grow as big, but it doesn’t have to.  
Even if your business fails, you’ll still learn 
valuable lessons about entrepreneurship and 
creating your own opportunities.  Addi-
tionally, you may be able to earn college 
credit for business related tasks.  How?  By 
taking business courses like accounting and 
marketing and turning your business into a 
class project.  Invite the “A” students in your 
class to join your team and be sure to ask for 
lots of business advice from your professors.  
You’ll save thousands of dollars and may just 
become the next phenomenally successful 
college entrepreneur.  ¡Buena Suerte!
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